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State Department, controlled by the Soviet Council of Orthodox Affairs,
which ran its own theological training colleges and helped to supply
prayer books and works of devotion.
Profiting by Russian experience, the governments of the satellite
countries at once set about regimenting the Orthodox Church. In Bul-
garia and Rumania, where the great majority of the people belonged to
that Church, the laws of religion enacted in 1948 and 1949 gave the
Government complete control over every aspect of Church life. Ministers
could be removed by the civil authorities, addresses in churches must
conform to official regulations and State authorities might not even be
mentioned in churches except in accordance with formulae laid down by
the Government.
The Roman Catholic Church, to which the majority of people in
Hungary and Czechoslovakia belong, presented a more difficult problem,
since its allegiance to Rome rendered it less amenable to national control.
In Hungary, Cardinal Mindszenthy's 'legitimacy* and his obstinate
resistance to the secularization of schools gave the Government some
justification for regarding him as an enemy of the Communist State and
strengthened its determination to'put an end to religious freedom. When
the schools were first taken over by the State, religious teaching was con-
tinued and Catholic students were allowed to attend morning prayers.
After the new Constitution came into force in 1949, prayers were abol-
ished and religious instruction became optional, while according to
Gordon Shepherd 'the greeting Laudate Jesum Christum by which
Catholic pupils addressed their religious teachers was also dropped*.
Contrary to official expectations, ninety per cent of pupils still attended
the optional religious instruction and the Communists therefore began to
harass the parents of those attending. Their names were black-listed in
Communist journals, they were interviewed by local officials and in many
ways made to feel that their behaviour was anti-social and unpatriotic.
Few people can resist this kind of relentless pressure indefinitely and
before long the Bible classes in schools practically came to an end.
This, however, was not sufficient to satisfy die Communists. Gordon
Shepherd, an eye-witness of these transactions, gives a revealing account
of the technique next employed.
In the local parishes, police pressure and officially sponsored rowdy-
ism have been exerted against all priests who, from their pulpits, still
showed signs of fight, as well as against the individual parishioners who
supported them. The chicaneries here were endless. They ranged